CHILDCARE FEE RATES AND RUGULATIONS
	Childcare (pre-school and family day-care homes)

	Child 1
	3% of the income but maximum 1 260 SEK a month 

	Child 2
	2% of the income but maximum 840 SEK a month 

	Child 3
	1% of the income but maximum 420 SEK a month 

	Child 4
	Free of charge


	Universal pre-school for four- and five-year olds.  (available from September to May)

	Up to 15 hours a week
	Free of charge

	Children staying longer than 15 hours a week in a day-care. 
	30% discount from September to May

	The fee for four- and five-year olds in family day-care homes is calculated according to the above rules regardless if children attend universal pre-school programme or not.


	Schoolchildren day-care (leisure centres and family day-care homes)

	Child 1
	2% of the income but maximum 840 SEK a month 

	Child 2
	1% of the income but maximum 420 SEK a month 

	Child 3
	1% of the income but maximum 420 SEK a month 

	Child 4
	Free of charge


	Childcare requested only on the days free from school

	September – May
	150:- SEK a month

	June – August
	400:- SEK a month


The fee is paid for 12 months, which means it is paid also during summer holidays and other free periods. The fee for the children with special needs enrolled in the pre-school programmes is calculated in accordance with the rates for school children and only the hours that exceed 15 hours a week are chargeable. 
Three factors are taken into consideration when the childcare fee is calculated: a gross income in a household, a child’s position among siblings and a type of childcare needed. Child one is always the youngest in a family. 

Both single parents and couples are considered as a household. Both married and common-law partners are considered as a couple if they have children together or if they are registered at the same address. 
Homosexual couples are also considered as a couple if they are registered at the same address. The childcare fee is based on a household’s economic potential. For married couples having children either together or not the childcare fee is calculated on the basis of their joint income. The same principle should apply to partners living together regardless if they have children together or not. In case of joint custody when a child lives alternately in two different households, the fee is calculated on the basis of the following three factors: each household’s gross income respectively, a child’s position among siblings, and a type of childcare needed. 
Profits taken into account for a childcare fee calculation
A joint gross income of a family is a basis for childcare fee calculation. There are different types of income taken into consideration when a fee is calculated: a gross salary and other taxable profits received by an employee as well as a profit made by a self-employed person even during a subsidised year (Income tax law 1999:1229).  
Compensations and benefits considered as an income
-
Salary and other taxable benefits resulting from employment
-
Childcare allowance for foster parents


-
Pension (not a child’s pension)
-
Live annuity
-
Parental leave benefit
-
Childcare allowance (without benefit for additional expenses)

-
Sickness compensation
-
Allowance or benefit from unemployment fund
-
Education allowance
-
Family benefit
-
Daily compensation during refresher courses for conscripts

In case of self-employed people, it is the income of an active or passive business declared on yearly tax declaration that is added to a household’s joint gross income. 

I 

   Childcare is free of charge for a household with an income below 8000 SEK a month. 

Parents are normally asked to fill in an income declaration once a year by the Child and Youth Department. If an income declaration is not submitted after a request and a reminder, the maximum fee is charged. Return and recalculation of a fee in accordance with an income declaration is possible only one month back and there is also an administrative fee at 200 SEK. 
A family’s joint gross income should be presented in a particular form called an income declaration. Parents are obliged to update their income declaration if anything changes. 
The authorities of the Municipality have a right to control if provided income information is right as well as they can ask parents to present some income certificate to prove that the provided information is right. 
In case of a monthly payment delay, a child’s enrolment is terminated immediately. Changing childcare hours should be notified in writing at least one month before being introduced. 
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